Write a short essay evaluation the relative merits of Freud and Tillich as theorists for the study of religion. What are the main contributions each could make to your study of religion? What are the main problems or defects in the approach of each? If you had to use only one of the two perspectives to study religion, which one would it be? Why?
I. Thesis

II. Freud

a. Religion arises out of the necessary social repressions
i. The God represents the ultimate superego

ii. Helps to keep the ruling class in power

iii. Religion also serves a way to reinforce the egocentric nature of certain (Western) cultures

b. Religion serves the function of defense against nature

i. Unites people against nature
ii. Creates explanation of nature

1. nature as something unexplainable

2. unexplainable as something frightening

3. needs to have some explanation so people can cope with it

4. people feel uncomfortable with death, and things that aren’t predictable – nature being a big unpredictable one

iii. Religions began as nature based

1. created perfect explanation of nature
2. people prayed to their gods, or did rituals for their totems

3. if something went wrong, the gods were angered, people hadn’t done something right

4. therefore, they had some explanation as to why it had happened

iv. After nature based religions fell away, monotheistic ones developed (in Freud’s view of the world)

1. the God’s status was that of an ultimate protector, an ultimate father figure

2. He was there to protect the adults, who lacked the protective figure of their childhood

c. This view is a very scholarly approach

i. Freud called religion an illusion, not meaning wrong or false, but simply an illusion.

ii. They would understand how the God figure had arisen and hopefully be able to finally let it go.
1. this assuming there were already questioning it as scholarly people do

iii. this logic is not bad, however, Tillich’s response to Freud’s arguments are also very much convincing on another level

III. Tillich

a. Ultimacy
b. Faith

c. Ultimate concern

d. Necessary for a meaningful life

i. Gives purpose

ii. Escape finite

iii. Ultimate fulfillment 

IV. Who would I chose, and why?

a. Both have their relative merits

b. Freud appeals to the sensible, psychological side

c. Tillich appeals to the more spiritual side

V. Conclusion
